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pictionaries

What is a pictionary? 
It is a picture dictionary, an illustrated glossary 
of lexical items that have been presented in the 
Student’s Book. Pictionaries are colourful and may 
be appealing, especially to visual learners. They 
can be projected on a big white surface - a wall 
or screen - using an image projector. Alternatively, 
they can be printed on paper or cardboard 
or even looked at on the computer screen. 
Pictionaries may be displayed in the classroom to 
help students in their vocabulary and language 
acquisition process.

How can we use pictionaries?
There are pictionaries available for every unit in 
the Student’s Book. These can be used to present, 
practise or recycle vocabulary and they can be 
very useful at any stage of the class –warm-up, 
follow-up, etc.

Pictionaries are an excellent tool for identification 
and drilling. They can be used either to play 
memory games or TPR - Total Physical Response 
- activities, in which students may identify the 
target picture, race towards it and make a phrase, 
sentence or simply name lexical items.

Pictionaries can be used by the teacher to:

•  �teach a curriculum component;

•  �introduce or recycle vocabulary;

•  �stimulate students’ memory;

•  �reinforce concepts;

•  �accelerate students’ language acquisition 
process;

•  �enlarge and enrich students’ vocabulary 
knowledge.

Suggested activity
Students may create their own pictionaries. They 
may file them into two sections called 'Difficult 
to remember words' and 'Words I already know'. 
The goal is for them to learn-and eventually 
acquire- all the items so that by the end of the 
year, the 'Difficult to remember words' section 
remains empty.

Recycling
Teachers may revise the lexical items taught in 
each unit by using pictionaries.

Teacher: �It’s a part of the body.  
It’s small. It’s on the face. We can smell 
with it.

Student 1: Nose!

Educational Objectives
Pictionaries give students the opportunity to:

•  �develop visual memory;

•  �develop oral expression;

•  �Build vocabulary;

•  �turn pictorial information into words and vice 
versa.
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breakfast

lunch

tea/coffee

dinner
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chick cow

donkey

duck hen
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elephant

monkey

alligator

liongiraffe
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hat trainers

shirt

trousers

shorts

socks

T-shirt
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dress

skirt

blouse

gloves

coat
boots

shoescap
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nurse police officer
ballerina

painter

driver

teacher

singer

cook
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o’clock

a quarter past

half past

a quarter to
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brush
walk wash

go eat

run
play

comb


